TABLE  9-3
Gastric Cancer in Colombia

Subject of Study_____

Histological types  of
gastric  carcinoma  in
high- and  low-risk
areas

Carcinoma  and  intes-
tinal metaplasia of
the stomach  in
Colombian migrants

A model for gastric
cancer epidemiology

Methods

Results and Interpretation

References

Study of 322 cases from
Colombia and Mexico City.

Cali registry incidence
rates were correlated
with intestinal meta-
plasia in natives vs
immigrants.

Hypothesis based on
other studies.

Two histological types:  "intestinal"
(glandular) and "diffuse" (undifferentiated).
Intestinal more common in high risk areas
(52% vs 36% in lower risk areas) and may
follow precancerous lesions.

Intestinal metaplasia correlated with gastric
cancer incidence. Authors hypothesized that
premalignant change in young predispose to
later cancer.

Hypothesis that gastric atrophy and intestinal
metaplasia may result from abrasives or
irritants in diet (e.g., hard grains, salt,
surfactants).  Increased pH allows bacterial
growth, which increases reduction of nitrate
to nitrite. Nitroso compounds formed are
mutagenic-carcinogenic. Water supplies in
high risk towns reported to contain high
concentrations of nitrate.

Munoz et al. , 1968

Correa et al., 1970

Correa et al., 1975b

Developments in the
epidemiology of
stomach cancer over
the past decade

Review.

Early life exposure critical for stomach
cancer. Reference to two histological types,
precursor lesions, and nitroso compounds as
candidate carcinogens.  Epidemic logical
features summarized.

Haenszel and Correa,
1975